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Criminal Justice: Policy and Program Development
According to me, policy in criminal justice is a set of rules that represent social control and ensures that every member of the society is compliant with the state or federal laws. Policies entail issues relating to immigration, national security, and terrorism. Policy analysis is a process or a technique that evaluates issues relating to the public with the aim of getting facts and actual statistics on the degree of impact of the existing policies. The primary purpose of policy analysis is to measure the extent to which the policies are meeting their goals. On the other hand, a criminal justice program is a plan put in place to transform offenders or people who are vulnerable or highly likely to become offenders. Program evaluation denotes to a technique applied by practitioners such as probation officers and police and researchers such as private investigators and professors to assess the impact of criminal justice policies and programs. This involves collecting information, analyzing it and finally reporting it to program leaders and relevant stakeholders. 
The issues that I believe can be solved through the development of state statute, federal statute or agency-based policy include prison overcrowding, fear and violence in communities and undocumented immigrants. Prison overcrowding has been an issue in the United States with the majority of prisoners in local and state facilities and the rest in federal prisons. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, in 2015 the U.S had a total of 1.5 million inmates with over 1.3 million incarcerated in local and state prisons and the rest in federal prisons. Overcrowding in prisons tends to detriment the ability of a prison facility to meet the basic needs of prisoners such as accommodation, food and healthcare. For this reason, I believe a federal statute can be crucial in addressing the issue. 
The U.S has many immigrants in the country. A vast majority of the immigrants are undocumented. There is a myriad of compelling reasons why undocumented people can be dangerous to society. First, it creates a shadow economy that is difficult to control. Second, it is unfair to immigrants who are in the country legally. Third, it is undermining law and order of the country. Immigrants are not bad since they have an integral role in the U.S economy, especially in construction, hospitality and agriculture sectors. However, immigrants should be in the country legally to ensure every citizen feel protected. Therefore, criminal justice practitioners should intensify efforts in analyzing the current policies and crafting others that ensure foreigners are properly documented.
Fear and violence cause devastating effects that detriment the quality of life in communities. Due to cases such as parental negligence, poverty, alcohol and substance use, such people are vulnerable in resolving to violence and crime in the U.S communities. Community-based service providers and criminal justice practitioners should work together in crafting policies that would respond to cases of violence and fear in communities. The issues in criminal justice that I believe can be averted through program development include alcohol and substance use, juvenile offenders and the high incarceration rate. Drug use has been a critical driver to criminal activities in the country. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics Data, between fifty to eighty per cent of men test positive of alcohol and other drugs when arrested. 
This has frequently been recurring, resulting in a vicious cycle of substance use and criminal activities. Decriminalizing of drugs does not make them less of the problem. This creates a necessity for criminal justice practitioners to come up with programs that address drug abuse issues. Educational programs on drug addiction as well as drug treatment programs are some of the interventions that the practitioners can implement to reduce drugs use hence protecting the American society. Juvenile crime in the U.S is a clear criminal justice issue. According to research, youths' involvement in criminal activities results from parental neglect. The criminal justice system, therefore, should reexamine how they treat juvenile offenders. While community safety is core to the criminal justice system, restorative justice programs should not be overlooked. As a matter of fact, restorative justice is a part of community safety. Therefore, with a program development that brings the youths and society together, the criminal activities will be reduced drastically. 
The rate of incarceration is an apparent issue in U.S. According to United States Department of Justice; the United States has the largest incarceration rate in the world imprisoning the citizens at a rate of 5 to 10 times higher than any other industrialized nation. The criminal justice system should address issues and come up with programs to reduce the rate. For instance, the practitioners can eliminate incarceration for lower-level crimes and substitute it with punishment or fines. If such programs are developed, the rate of imprisonment will reduce significantly and consequently solving the issue of overcro wded prisons.  
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